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The dolls' house was made by local craftsmen early in the 19th century for the Manning children 
at the old rectory, now Mere Manor. A total of 24 Manning children grew up there during the 

century. In 1930 the toy was sold for 10/6d (about 52p) at a jumble sale and taken to Norwich. 
When its owner became a GI bride she took it with her to the USA where her children and 

grandchildren played with it. In 1994 she donated the dolls' house to Diss Museum. 

Diss Museum is located in the historic Shambles building on 
Diss Market Place 
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