
DISS TOWN COUNCIL PRESS RELEASE
RE: DISS YOUTH RESOURCE BASE

The future of the Diss Youth Resource Base has been secured by an anonymous benefactor who has come forward and purchased the building from Norfolk County Council with the freehold title to be transferred to Diss Town Council for its continued use as a community centre. 
Members of the Town Council learnt of this generous act earlier this week at a meeting held at County Hall with the Cabinet member for Efficiency, Councillor Cliff Jordan, which had been requested by Diss Town Council in order to agree terms over the purchase of the Shelfanger Road building. Diss Town Mayor, Councillor Mike Bardwell, Councillor Glyn Walden and Town Clerk, Deborah Sarson who attended the meeting were all stunned when presented with this revelation.
Councillor Bardwell said ‘We were astounded by this fantastic generosity, not just because of this individual’s amazing act of kindness but also because of the faith they have shown in Diss Town Council as an organisation and the trust this person has placed in us.’ 
The identity of the benefactor, at their own request, is not known to the Town Council and that will remain. We would, however, like to record our deep gratitude for their action which will secure the Youth Resource Base building for the many organisations and clubs already using it, which we hope to build on in the future.
The news was publicly announced at the Full Council meeting held on Wednesday 20th July, where it was agreed a letter of thanks from the Town Council would be sent to the benefactor via Norfolk County Council. It was also agreed to request that a covenant be added to the transfer deeds to ensure that should the facility subsequently be sold, the proceeds will be used to provide community facilities elsewhere in the town, in spite of this being the expressed ‘wish’ of the benefactor and not a stipulation.  
South Norfolk MP Richard Bacon said: “It is tremendous news that the future of Diss Youth Resource base has been secured by a generous anonymous benefactor. I am delighted that the young people of Diss can continue to use the base and I look forward to seeing it flourish under the guidance of Diss Town Council.”
We expect the freehold transfer of the building to take place within a few weeks, and have been managing the facility since 1st July. We invite anyone interested in using it to please get in touch.
More information will follow in due course.
