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Diss Parish Conference

On 4th February 2011 a 
conference organised by Diss 
Town Council was held at the Diss 
Christian Community Church.  
Representatives from neighbouring 
parishes, community groups and 
businesses were invited to take 
part in a discussion on the way 
forward for local communities in 
the light of Government proposals 
outlined in the Localism Bill. The 
Bill advocates a redistribution of 
the power to make decisions and 
to deliver services, from central 
and regional government, to local 
communities. It states that this 
can be achieved by parish & town 
councils, voluntary organisations 
and neighbourhood groups 
working together to decide what 
is best for their local area. 

The first speaker was MP Richard 
Bacon who spoke about the main 
principles of the Localism Bill and 
how it could benefit Diss and the 
surrounding area.  Town Clerk, 
Deborah Sarson then described the 
services which could be provided 
in the local area by sharing 
resources with neighbouring 
parishes and other organisations.

Norfolk County Council’s Head of 
Democratic Services, Chris Walton 

spoke about the budget cuts and 
how these would impact on local 
services.  He also outlined how 
the County Council is open to 
working with local organisations, 
including town and parish councils, 
to explore ways that services 
could be provided in the future. 

The planning process was 
discussed by Brian Falk, a retired 
architect and planner, who spoke 
about Diss’ current planning 
framework (the Local Plan) and 
the future plan for Diss (the 
Local Development Framework). 
He explained the benefits of 
developing a Neighbourhood Plan 
which would allow representatives 
from the local community to shape 
where new homes are built and 

identify priorities for community 
facilities and public spaces.

Finally thanks are owed to a 
panel made up of four individuals 
representing different organisations 
- Adam Ronaldson (Chief 
Executive, Saffron Housing), Andy 
Jarvis (Head of Environmental 
Services at South Norfolk and 
Broadland District Councils), 
Oliver Chapman (Partner, TW 
Gaze Ltd) & Peter Gillings (local 
businessman) - who found the 
time and courage to be questioned 
on what is still an uncertain future 
for service provision in Diss. 
This was a complex task but 
one that they tackled brilliantly. 

Continued on page 2
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In summary, the conference 
agreed that the way forward 
was with all parties working 
together to investigate options 
for taking on service delivery 
in the future and in developing 
Neighbourhood Plans. Feedback 
forms from representatives 
revealed that 14 parish 
councils and 6 businesses 
were interested in working with 
Diss Town Council over future 
delivery of services and projects. 
Over the next few weeks we 
hope to make further progress 
and work with these interested 
parties to develop plans for the 
good of our community.  The 
first step in this process involves 
working with the community 
and the County Council to 
find options for keeping the 
Diss Youth Resource Base 
in Shelfanger Road open.

Parish 
Conference 

Cont.

New Honoured 
Citizen

The Honoured Citizen of Diss 
Award is given by the Town 
Council to recognise those in the 
community who give up their time 
and effort for the good of others.  

There have been 16 recipients 
of this award since the scheme  
started in 1994, the latest of 
whom is Anne Dutton, pictured 
here receiving the award 
from Town Mayor Adrian 
Kitchen in December 2010.
Anne was nominated for 
the award in recognition of 
her fundraising work for the 
British Heart Foundation 
over a period of 20 years.   

In this time she has helped to 
raise around £250,000 for the 
charity by organising a number 
of events in particular the annual 
sponsored swim at Diss Swim & 
Fitness Centre. In addition Anne 

is also involved with fundraising 
for East Anglian Air Ambulance, 
East Anglian Children’s Hospices 
and acts as Secretary for the 
Friends of Diss Health Centre.
Anne was presented with a 
framed certificate and bouquet 
of flowers and her name will be 
inscribed on the Roll of Honour 
in the Council Chamber.

The 2011 Diss Carnival, to be 
held on Sunday 19th June, 
promises to be absolutely 
ab-‘Zorbing’.

In an effort to keep the Carnival 
interesting and full of surprises, 
this year’s event will include 
Zorbing, an event that sees 
participants rolled down a slope 
inside an orb, made of 
transparent plastic. It is suitable 
for all ages and promises 
to deliver an unusual slant 
on the day’s activities.
Admission to the Carnival fun 

day at Diss Town Football Club 
has been kept at £3 and will 
again include a town centre 
parade of floats and walking 
groups. This year’s theme is fairy 
stories and nursery rhymes.
More committee members to 
help organise the day’s events 
are still required, as well as 
stewards. Contact Carnival 
co-ordinator Doreen Collins for 
details, 01379 642018, email 
doreencollins@btinternet.com.

Diss 
Carnival

Sue Reeves Project Co-ordinator 
for the Diss Park Project is 
looking for volunteers who care 
about our lovely Park to help 
with ideas on how it can be 
improved and developed for 
future generations to enjoy. 

To qualify for funding she is 
setting up a community group 
which will demonstrate the 
involvement of individuals and 
organisations in the project.  If 
you can spare some time and 
would like to help with the project 
Sue would love to hear from 
you.   Ring the Town Council 
on 01379 643848 or email 
sue.reeves@diss.gov.uk.  

Diss Park 
Project 
Needs 
You!

Picture courtesy of the Diss Express
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Diss Farmers Market has been 
running for ten years and over that 
time it has become popular with 
people who appreciate the merits 
of buying fresh produce from 
the local area. Customers enjoy 
being able to meet and chat to 
the producers who are passionate 
about the items which they grow 
and make. The products are 
unique, seasonal, and have very 
low food miles, which is good 
for the environment as well. 

There’s a great choice of goods 
on offer including lamb, beef, 
fresh bread, pork pies & rare 
breed pork products, goats 
cheese, eggs, cakes, pastries 
& crafts, cup cakes, preserves 
& chutneys, homemade 
fudge, apples and vegetables, 
handmade cards and plants.

As testament to the quality of the 
goods on offer at the Farmers’ 
Market we are pleased to 
announce that one of the traders, 
Janet Peachey, has recently 

won bronze awards for two of 
her marmalades in the World’s 
Original Marmalade Awards held 
in Cumbria. Her marmalades were 
competing against over 1000 
entries from all over the world. 
Her two entries, Seville Orange 
and Chilli Marmalade and Lemon 
and Ginger Ale Marmalade as well 
as a wide range of other jams, 
jellies, chutneys and relishes, 
are on sale at Diss Farmers 
Markets while stocks last!

So why not have a change 
from the  supermarket and 
enjoy a different shopping 
experience at Diss Farmers’ 
Market. It’s held on the second 
Saturday of the month in the 
Market Place from 9am-1pm.  
We also would like to hear from 
new producers who would like 
to join the market, especially 
those with different goods to add 
to the current range on offer.   
Contact the Council office for 
more details, tel: 01379 643848, 
email: towncouncil@diss.gov.uk.   

A new speciality market will be 
coming to Diss Market Place 
on 7th & 8th May. The World 
Village Market is a unique street 
market with a festival feel .  The 
Market  will feature a great 
range of exotic foods, drink, 
crafts, clothing, jewellery, home 
furnishings and accessories 
from all over the world and 
organiser, The Market Square 
Group, is looking for local people 
and traders to take part too.

Paul Kennedy of Market Square 
Group wants to ensure that 
“locals get a look in” and is 
offering discounts to local traders. 

He said: “We are looking to 
create a World Village Market 
with products that are unique to 
particular regions of the world 
and products that are cultural 
identifiers. We really feel that a 
local element is greatly needed 
to truly add to the diversity of 
the products on offer so we 
are featuring a ‘Best of British’ 
section. We hope that businesses 
in and around Diss will come on 
board to help us offer our visitors 
a truly inclusive experience”.

The World Village Market will 
feature ‘Keen, Green and Ethical 
Goods’ and, to add to the festival 
atmosphere, there will be live 
music and craft demonstrations.   
Local traders wishing to 
participate should contact Paul 
Kennedy on 07944 599 165 or 
office@marketsquaregroup.com. 

Support your local Farmers Market World Market Coming to Diss



Over the past four years the 
Council has achieved a great 
deal, here are just some of 
the projects undertaken and 
improvements made since 
the last elections in 2007. 

Improvements to Council 
facilities & amenities:
- New railings and beds planted 
along Madgetts Walk. 
- Resurfacing of 
Mere’s Mouth.
- Improvements to 
the facilities at the 
Sports Ground. 
- Establishment 
of a Dog Control 
Order and the 
installation of many more dog 
bins in various locations.
- Introduction, in partnership 
with the Police and South 
Norfolk Council, of the DPPO 
giving powers to the police to 
confiscate alcohol from those 
acting in an anti-social manner in 
public places within the zone.
- Resurfacing of the Entry footpath.
- Installation of new grit bins on 
Town Council properties and 
assistance with the fitting of bins 
purchased by residents of several 

residential areas in the town.

Projects & Events:
- Taken on responsibility for 
organising and funding (helped by 
some donations from businesses) 
of the Christmas Lights display 
and switch-on event.
- Facilitated the rejuvenation of 
Diss Carnival which has now 
become established as annual 

event in the town’s calendar.
- Completed the first 
stage of the Park 
Regeneration Project with 
the installation of new 

junior and toddler play 
areas and received funding 

from the Big Lottery Awards for 
All to progress the next stage.  
- Achieved Quality Parish 
Council status.
- Supported the setting up of 
Diss Youth Council in 2009 
and the organisation of the 
annual Youth Expo. 
- Initiated the Corn Hall 
Regeneration Project with the 
appointment of a Project Co-
ordinator in 2009 which has 
resulted in the setting up of The 
Corn Hall Trust to manage the 
facility and progress the project. 

Town Council News
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Town Council Elections May 2011

With an active four years 
behind the Town Council the 
next council term looks like it 
will be just as busy and even 
more challenging. Cuts in 
government funding to higher 
tier authorities announced in 
the Comprehensive Spending 
Review and the Localism Bill, 
in addition to the Council’s 
current responsibilities 
and projects means that 
there may be a number of 
opportunities for Diss to take 
on more services and work in 
partnership with other councils.  

You could be a part of this 
process by standing for election 
in May. The procedure is the 
same for both new candidates 
and former councillors who have 
to complete a form supplied 
by the Returning Officer at 

South Norfolk Council and be 
nominated by two people who 
are electors of Diss parish. 
Forms are also available at 
the Town Council offices. 
Nominations must be submitted 
to South Norfolk Council no 
later than 12 noon on 4th April. 

Being a Town Councillor can be 
rewarding and interesting and is 
a way of putting something back 
into the community. Prospective 
candidates will need to have 
a great interest in Diss and be 
prepared to give up some of 
their time to attend meetings 
and help with Council projects 
and events. Candidates must 
be over 18 and be either a Diss 
resident, work in Diss or own 
property in the town. Contact 
South Norfolk Council on 0808 
1682000 for more information.

Town and Parish Council elections will be held on Thursday 5th May. These are held every four years and at term end
all Councillors stand down and have to seek re-election if they wish to remain in office. Anyone who meets the eligibility 
criteria can also apply to stand for election to the Council. 

Even if you are not interested in becoming a Councillor, Thursday 5th 
May is your chance to exercise your democratic right and vote for the 
Council that you want for the next four years. You can vote in person 

or apply for a postal vote (before 14th April). Tel: 08081682000 or 
email: register@s-norfolk.gov.uk to request a postal vote form. 

Diss Youth Expo: 
Summer 2011

Diss Youth Expo has moved to 
what we hope will be a more 
suitable date of SATURDAY 
2nd JULY. Doors open 10 am 
– 4 pm (exhibitors are asked 
to be there for 9am to set up, 
and have until 5pm to clear).

Places are filling up, but there are 
still tables available for any group, 
club or society wishing to attract 
young people and showcase 
what their group has to offer.

As in previous years, there 
is no charge for exhibitors 
and admission is free with an 
opportunity for a voluntary 
contribution. We are planning 
to have entertainment, displays 

and refreshments to make this a 
fun and rewarding Youth Expo.

If you would like to book a table 
and perhaps win a prize for the 
best dressed stall, please contact 
below for a booking form:
Cllr Beth Dewhurst 01379 641480
or the Council offices Market Hill,
01379 643848.

Calling all youth organisations and 
those with a youth section!
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Current Serving Diss 
Town Councillors are:

Adrian Kitchen
Elected in 1999
Town Mayor 2010-2011

Mike Bardwell
Co-opted in 2008
Deputy Mayor 2010-
2011
Current Amenities 
Committee Chairman

Beth Dewhurst
Co-opted in 2006
Current Highways 
Committee Vice 
Chairman & Youth 
Council Co-ordinator

Neil Howard
Co-opted in 2010

Graham Minshull
Elected in 2004
Current Policy & 
Resources Committee 
Chairman

John Maskell
Elected in 1995
Town Mayor 2001-2002
Current Properties 
Committee Chairman

Julian Mason
Co-opted 2010
Current Properties 
Committee Vice 
Chairman

Suzanne Kayne
Co-opted in 2010
Current Amenities 
Committee Vice-
Chairman

Simon Olander
Co-opted in 2004
Town Mayor 2007-2009
Current Planning 
Committee Chairman

Tony Palmer
Elected in 2003
Town Mayor 2005-2006
Current Cittaslow 
Committee Vice-
Chairman

Harold Rackham
Co-opted in 2011 
(Previously served 
1984-1995)
Town Mayor 1993-1994

Jane Trippett-Jones
Elected in 2005
Town Mayor 2009-2010
Current Cittaslow 
Committee Chairman

Glyn Walden
Elected in 1992
Town Mayor 2002-2003
Current Highways 
Committee Chairman
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Spring is almost here and the 
Corn Hall is blooming with good 
news and fantastic events. 
After a full year, the picture is 
even more positive than we could 
have hoped. More and more 
people are coming forward to 
help, our Friends membership is 
growing fast and, most important 
of all, so are our audiences.

Our spring line-up is as exciting 
as any we’ve had so far and 

we’re especially delighted to be 
launching two important new 
regular slots - The Saturday 
Club, bringing great entertainment 
for all the family, every month 
and The Stand-Up Poetry Club 
hosted by performance poet of 
the moment, Luke Wright. 

Our first Saturday Club season 
starts with Bert and Bert Clowns 
and their side-splitting show, Pass 
the Bucket on Saturday 2nd April, 
at 2pm. Next, on 21st May, The 
Classic Buskers will reveal a crazy 
world of music in Classical Music 
Without the Boring Bits. And, on 
Saturday 25th June, we have 
a brand new, fun-filled version 
of Elmer the Elephant, brought 
to life by Blunderbus Theatre 
Company and complete with jungle 
characters, catchy songs and 
beautiful hand-crafted puppets! 

We’re are also thrilled that the host 
and curator of Latitude’s Poetry 
Arena, Luke Wright will bring his 

roaming Stand-Up Poetry Club 
to the Corn Hall on Friday 15 
April. Luke Wright has been hailed 
as ‘the best young performance 
poet around,’ by The Observer 
and ‘visceral, poignant and 
riotously funny,’ by The Scotsman. 
Luke will be performing his own 
blistering verse and introducing 
two Latitude favourites, John 
Osborne and Molly Naylor. A 
Waveney Session – tickets limited. 

Here are some of our other 
highlights for April-June...
In April, we have music for every 
taste with the final stages of 
our amazingly popular Band 
DISScovery, musical legends 
John Otway and Wild Willy 
Barrett and the wonderful Klezmer 
fusion band, Three Beards. 

May and June will be sure to 
delight too. We’ve screenings 
of The King’s Speech, an 
exhibition, workshop and a 
talk by distinguished Royal 

Academician, Norman Ackroyd, 
a classical Indian concert by the 
inspiring sarod player Ameen Ali 
Khan, premier UK Blues Rock 
band The Hamsters playing 
the songs of Jimi Hendrix and 
ZZ Top, a rare opportunity to 
see celebrated guitarist John 
Etheridge performing solo and 
a breathtaking talk by Cathy 
O’Dowd, the first woman to 
climb Everest from both sides. 

With the pick of the very best 
movies at our Thursday film 
nights, regular exhibitions of 
outstanding quality and the riotous 
Red Card Comedy nights on 
the last Friday of every month, 
it’s always worth checking out 
what’s on at the Corn Hall.

As always, we welcome volunteers 
and ideas from you for the 
future. It is your Corn Hall and 
our aim is to provide the best of 
entertainment for everyone; email 
admin@disscornhall.co.uk.

Exciting Spring Programme at the Corn Hall
Town Council News

Award-winning Diss Museum 
is well into its latest project, 
Friends in High Places: The 
Manning Story. Rectors of Diss 
for 138 years, the Manning 
family are commemorated on 
the bicentenary of Thomas being 
the first European to cross the 
Himalayas and meet the Dalai 
Lama. This meeting is recreated 
in a museum exhibition and 
has already been celebrated 
in a Manning Service and a 
commemorative dinner. The 
Royal Asiatic Society has loaned 
a portrait and bust of Thomas 
Manning for the exhibition. These 
are the events happening in April:

Museum manager Basil Abbott 
talks about the Mannings 
at the Antiquarian Society 
meeting at St. Mary’s Hall on 
Friday 1 April at 7.30pm.
Diss Film Society features the 
dramatic and visually striking 
film Himalaya at the Park Hotel 
on Monday 4 April at 8pm.

Robert Manning, great-great 
nephew of the Himalayan traveller, 
speaks at the Friends of Diss 
Museum meeting at St. Mary’s 
Hall at 7.30pm on Friday 15 April.
A Tibetan Lunch will be held 
at St. Mary’s Hall 12.30pm on 
Saturday 30 April. Phone the 
museum on 01379 650618 or 
email dissmuseum@lineone.net 
for a recipe, prepare the food and 
bring it for a communal meal.
  
Events continue until October 
when the Tashi Llunpo monks will 
visit the Corn Hall for workshops 
and a concert in half-term 
week. See www.disscommunity.
net for the full programme.

Diss Museum Spring Events
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Every Monday
Every Tuesday
Tuesdays: 19 April, 3 May, 
31 May, 14 June & 28 June
Friday 1 April 
Saturday 2 April

6-30 April
Thursday 7 April 

Friday 8 April  
Thursday 14 April  
Friday 15 April 

Saturday 16 April 
Saturday 23 April  

Thursday 28 April
Saturday 30 April
Saturday 30 April

5 May – 4 June  

Thursday 5 May
Friday 6 May  

Saturday 7 May
Saturday 7 May  

Thursday 12 May  

Thursday 12 May  

Saturday 14 May 
Thursday 19 May  
Friday 20 May  

Saturday 21 May  

Friday 27 May
Friday 27 May  
Thursday 2 June  
Friday 3 June   

Saturday 4 June  
6-25 June  
Saturday 11 June  
Thursday 16 June
Saturday 18 June
Friday 24 June   
Saturday 25 June 

Diss Corn Hall, St Nicholas Street, Diss, IP22 4LB 
Box Office: 01379 652241 • www.disscornhall.co.uk

Class
Class

Music
Family

Art
Theatre

Music
Film
Word

Music
Theatre

Music
Fair
Music

Art

Film
Theatre

Film
Music

Workshop

Art/Word

Music
Film
Music

Family

Fair
Comedy
Film
Music

Word
Art
Dance
Film
Music
Comedy
Family

Line Dancing Improvers Class
Tai Chi
Blood Donor Sessions

Band DISScovery- Heat 4
The Saturday Club -  Bert & Bert 
Clowns present Pass the Bucket
Jane Lewis - Lie of the Land
Tagram Theatre Company – The 
Origin of Species
Band DISScovery – Grand Final
The Kids are All Right (15) 
The Stand-Up Poetry Club - Luke 
Wright, John Osborne, Molly Naylor
Three Beards
Nudge Productions – Lady 
Windermere’s Fan
John Otway and Wild Willy Barrett
Sparkles Events Charity Craft Fair
Mayor’s Charity Concert with The 
Sideliners
Norman Ackroyd - Norfolk Skies and 
Random Journeys
The King’s Speech (12A)
Open Space Theatre Company – 
The Importance of Being Ernest
The King’s Speech (12A)
Steve Ashley - support band 
Something Happened
Etching demonstration with 
Norman Ackroyd
Talk & Q&A session with Norman 
Ackroyd 
Ameen Ali Khan
Social Network (12A)
The Hamsters play Jimi Hendrix & 
ZZ Top!
The Saturday Club - The Classic 
Buskers present Classical Music 
Without the Boring Bits
Craft and Artisan Fair
Red Card Comedy Club  - On the Road
Monsters (12A)
John Etheridge (Solo) 
- with special guest Kit Holmes
Cathy O’Dowd - Just for the Love of It 
7 x 7 = 49&Rising
An evening of Argentine Tango
Please Give (15)
The Pure Floyd Show
Red Card Comedy Club  – On the Road
The Saturday Club -  Blunderbus 
Theatre Company present Elmer the 
Elephant 

7.15-9pm
7.30-9.30pm
1 – 3.30pm 
& 4.30 – 7pm
7.30pm
2pm

11am-4pm, Mon-Sat
7.30pm

7.30pm
8pm
8pm

8pm
7.30pm

8.30pm
9am-1pm
??

11am-4pm 
Mon-Sat
8pm
7.30pm

3pm
8pm

2.30pm-5pm 

8pm

8pm
8pm
8.30pm

2pm

10am-4pm
8.30pm
8pm
8pm
7.30pm
11am-4pm 
Mon-Sat
8pm
8pm
8pm
8.30pm
2pm

www.taoist.org.uk

Advance £4 / Door £5 
£5/Children £3

Free 
£10 / Concs £9

Advance £4 / Door £5
£4 / Students £2
£8 / Students £6

Adv.£10/£8, Door £12/£10
£9 / £8 Concs

£15
Free
??

Free

£4 / Students £2
Tickets £9 / Concs £8

£4 / Students £2
£8

£7

£5

£12 / Concs £11
4 / Students £2
£15

£5/Children £3

Free entry
Advance £8 / Door £9.50  
4 / Students £2
£12

£5
Free
£10
4 / Students £2
£12 / Concs £10
Advance £8 / Door £9.50 
£5 / Children £3

Mrs Hawkes 01379 651773
Mr Usher 07532 003777
Blood Service 
0845 7711711
Box Office / Corn Hall website
Box Office / Corn Hall website

Stable Gallery (next to Hall)
Box Office / Corn Hall website

Box Office / Corn Hall website
Box Office / Corn Hall website
Box Office / Corn Hall website

Box Office / Corn Hall website
Box Office / Corn Hall website

Box Office / Corn Hall website
karoon60@aol.com
Town Council 01379 643848

Stables Gallery (next to Hall)

Box Office / Corn Hall website
Box Office / Corn Hall website

Box Office / Corn Hall website
Box Office / Corn Hall website

Box Office / Corn Hall website

Box Office / Corn Hall website

Box Office / Corn Hall website
Box Office / Corn Hall website
Box Office / Corn Hall website

Box Office / Corn Hall website

rozasyoulikeit@gmail.com
Box Office / Corn Hall website
Box Office / Corn Hall website
Box Office / Corn Hall website

Box Office / Corn Hall website
Stables Gallery (next to Hall)
Box Office / Corn Hall website
Box Office / Corn Hall website
Box Office / Corn Hall website
Box Office / Corn Hall website
Box Office / Corn Hall website

Date Type Event Time Price Contact
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All members of the public are welcome to attend all meetings of the Town Council which are held at Diss Corn Hall.  Because the Council Chamber is not 
yet fully accessible, we will be happy to move the venue of a meeting to accommodate the needs of those with mobility problems with advance notice.  Full 
details of meetings and agendas for discussion are available from the Town Clerk and are published on the public notice board outside the Council Offices 
five days in advance of the meeting.

If you have any issues that you would like raised at a meeting of the Town Council or one of its Committees, please contact one of your local Town Coun-
cillors (details below).  For matters relating to South Norfolk District Council (based at Long Stratton), please contact your local District Councillor and for 
County Council matters (based at County Hall, Norwich), please contact your local County Councillor.  If you need assistance, the staff at the Town Council 
Offices will be happy to direct you to the appropriate elected Councillor.

Diss Ahead is printed and delivered at no cost to the council tax payers of Diss

For full details on who’s who at Diss Town Council, please visit our website www.diss.gov.uk or contact the Council Offices.

The Annual Parish Meeting of all Local Government electors of Diss will be held on 27th April in the Waveney Room at 6.30pm


