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company in Diss producing ofýce and school furniture.  He says óI hope to continue the 
good work I have started and want to clean up the streets and clean up the grafýti. I will 
support the police and the work they are doing and the current Corn Hall project and I will 
continue to support the residents of Dissô.

At the election held on 23rd November the vacancy on the Town 
Council was ýlled by Andrew Thurston.  Andrew had previously served 
on the Town Council for three years losing his place at the May election.  

He is a member of the Fair Green Management Team and the Town 
Guide Committee and a former Chairman of the Town Councilôs 
Amenities Committee. Andrew currently lives with his family in Palgrave, 
having previously lived in the town for many years and runs his own 
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Following the resignation of Richard Oxley 
from the Town Council in September, the former 
Deputy Mayor Simon Olander was elected as 
Mayor by fellow Councillors at the October 
Council meeting.  

Town Council Election

Simon, at 36, is the youngest Councillor to be elected to 
the ofýce and has been a Town Councillor since 2004 
serving as the Chairman of the Policy Development & 
Leisure Committee for 2 terms and currently as  
the Chairman of the Amenities Committee, Carnival  
Sub-Committee, Corn Hall Working Party and Vice 

New Mayor and Deputy 
are Elected

Contact us: 
Town Clerk: Mrs Deborah Sarson

Diss Town Council 
11 Market Hill, Diss, IP22 4JZ 
Tel & Fax: 01379 643848

Email: towncouncil@diss.gov.uk

Website:   www.diss.gov.uk

New Town Mayor Simon Olander 
& Deputy Jane Trippett-Jones

Chairman of the Properties Committee.  He has lived in Diss all his life and is passionate 
about the provision of more leisure facilities in the Town.   At the same meeting Councillor 
Jane Trippett-Jones was elected as Deputy Mayor.

Andrew Thurston
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Park Regeneration Project

However, in order to ensure that future generations can 
continue to have the beneýt of this area, the Town Council 
believes that consideration must be given to improving 
and enhancing the Park and Mere in a systematic and 
deliberate manner, rather than simply replacing and adding 
to it in a piecemeal way.

The Town Councilôs Amenities Committee has therefore 
embarked on an ambitious regeneration project for the 
Park covering a wide range of proposals and including 
the new play equipment scheme which was chosen by 
the committee last year following a consultation exercise 
carried out in the schools and by questionnaires completed 
by visitors to the park.  One of the reasons that this much 
larger scheme is being put forward is because external 
funding for such a project has a greater chance of success 
than the smaller play equipment scheme because it will 
cater for the needs of a much wider section of people.

There are 16 proposals (shown below) which the Amenities 
Committee have identiýed  and are now seeking the 
views of as many people as possible to ýnd out what 
improvements  they would like  to see implemented. Once 
this information has been gathered the plan will be ýnalised 
and external funding will be sought. 

•	To widen and upgrade existing paths to meet the  
	 requirements of the Disability Discrimination Act, to  
	 provide a new path from the Park Road car park to  
	 connect with existing and to provide lighting for same.

•	To improve the park entrances, speciýcally 		  
	 the Denmark Street entrance, to include both hard and  
	 soft landscaping and a low maintenance, hardy,  
	 permanent planting scheme.

•	To screen the Park toilets with planting and fencing,  
	 without blocking visibility.

Most people would agree that the Mere and Park are beautiful and unique 
features of our Town which are enjoyed by residents and visitors alike.

•	Creation of a wildlife trail with educational boards.

•	To provide native trees for the future, planted, in a form  
	 that suits the natural environment.

•	To provide sponsored þowerbeds.

•	To upgrade and refurbish the existing pavilion and  
	 provide a new kiosk overlooking the Mere (adjacent to  
	 the Nunnery Wall).  

•	To provide a þoating pontoon boardwalk to give public  
	 access to more parts of the Mere and create a circular  
	 walk.

•	To modify the Mereôs edge (in the Park) to allow wetland  
	 planting whilst accommodating the needs of anglers.  

•	To provide sympathetic and appropriate signage at  
	 entrances to the Park.

•	To provide improved seating and bins in the Park.

•	To incorporate an art project into the design which could  
	 include sculptures and themed seating (for example,  
	 wood carved seating).

•	To provide equipment that will cater to the physical  
	 exercise needs of older people. 

•	An aspiration to achieve Green Flag Status for Diss  
	 Park.

•	To provide secure fencing/railings around the perimeter  
	 of the park to enable the park to be locked at night in an 
	 attempt to eliminate vandalism.
 
Questionnaires and illustrations regarding these proposals 
are available to download from our website:
www.diss.gov.uk  or call 01379 643848 and we will send a 
copy of the questionnaire to you.

Diss Park




